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MEDIA ADVISORY
NOT FOR PUBLICATION
STRICT EMBARGO ON ALL SURVEY FINDINGS: 00:01 SAST/CEST, 29 JULY 2026 (23:01 BST; 18:01 EDT / 15:01 PDT, 28 JULY)
AFRICA'S YOUNG GENERATION DELIVERS A SHOCK VERDICT ON USAID, TRUMP AND AMERICA'S CONTEST WITH CHINA
African Youth Survey 2026 launches on 29 July and is today offering media embargoed access to the clearest new evidence on how Africa's rising generation see the dismantling of USAID and President Trump, American power and Washington's future on the continent.
· The African Youth Survey draws on thousands of in-person interviews conducted by an independent global research consultancy. 
· It gives a direct reading of the generation that will determine which international partnerships succeed, what kind of US engagement is welcomed and where American policy is losing trust.
· The 2026 results challenge assumptions about President Trump, and reveal what is really going on in the contest between the USA and China for influence in Africa. 
· The global argument over Musk and USAID has been dominated by outsiders. The survey provides the missing voice of young Africans living with the consequences.
· This year’s survey tells the data-driven story of whether a more transactional America is winning over Africa's next generation – and what could still drive it away.
Johannesburg, 27 July 2026: The Africa Youth Survey is offering US media advance access to the embargoed African Youth Survey 2026, together with pre-launch interviews, tailored briefing and broadcast-ready material ahead of publication on Wednesday 29 July.
KEY STORYLINES UNDER EMBARGO
· Trump Effect: young Africans show remarkable optimism about what he will deliver, even as they remain divided on how African leaders should deal with the President.
· USAID after Musk: young Africans fear the loss of aid will damage essential services, particularly health, while a significant minority believe it could force leaders to confront domestic problems and reduce dependence.
· US-China contest: American influence has sharply strengthened, although China continues to benefit from warmer perceptions and a reputation for visible delivery.
· Resources and sovereignty: support for partnership with Washington sits alongside concern that great-power competition could place Africa's natural resources at risk.
AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW AND COMMENT
Ivor Ichikowitz, Founder and Commissioner of the African Youth Survey, is available for television, radio, print and podcast interviews, written comment and contributed opinion pieces. Other Survey spokespeople are available on request.
EMBARGOED MATERIALS AVAILABLE
The full report, background briefings, graphics, photography and broadcast-ready video are available to media under embargo. Pre-launch interviews can also be conducted under embargo as requested.
ABOUT THE AFRICAN YOUTH SURVEY
The African Youth Survey is the most comprehensive recurring study of its kind. Commissioned by the Ichikowitz Family Foundation and conducted by PSB Insights, it uses face-to-face research across Southern, East, West and Central Africa to track how young Africans view their societies, leaders and the world. The new report, Africa's Place in a Disrupted World: Geopolitics, Democracy and Security, examines foreign influence, alliances, democracy, governance, safety and security.
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