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MEDIA ADVISORY
NOT FOR PUBLICATION
STRICT EMBARGO ON ALL SURVEY FINDINGS: 00:01 SAST, 29 JULY 2026
AFRICA'S GEN Z DELIVERS A DIRECT WARNING TO THE CONTINENT'S LEADERS: HOPE IS RETURNING AS PATIENCE RUNS OUT
African Youth Survey 2026 launches on Wednesday 29 July 2026 with embargoed country findings and interviews on the generation already reshaping politics, economies and public debate across the continent.
· The African Youth Survey records what young Africans themselves believe through 1000s of face-to-face interviews. It is the most comprehensive recurring study of its kind and one of the clearest readings of the continent's political and social future.
· Across Africa, young people are already changing elections, consumer markets, media and national debate. The Survey shows what sits beneath that energy: renewed confidence, deep impatience with older leadership, an urgent demand for jobs and clean government and a belief democracy must deliver in African conditions.
· This gives every newsroom both a continental headline and a powerful local story. The report reveals sharply different national moods, major shifts since the 2024 edition and country-level findings that can be matched directly to each market. 
· It explains why some governments are winning youth confidence, why others are losing it - and what young Africans now want and expect from their leaders.
Johannesburg, 27 July 2026: Media are invited to request the embargoed African Youth Survey 2026, country findings, pre-launch interviews and broadcast-ready material ahead of publication on Wednesday 29 July.
KEY STORYLINES UNDER EMBARGO:
· The return of Afro-optimism: confidence is recovering across parts of the continent, although renewed hope comes with little patience for failure or complacency.
· Jobs, corruption and the cost of living: economic opportunity and accountable government sit at the centre of the youth agenda.
· Gen Z and political power: young Africans want leaders who understand their lives, more meaningful representation and a genuine route into decision-making.
· Democracy that works: support for democracy remains strong, while young people demand institutions rooted in African realities and capable of delivering safety, services and opportunity.
· A continent of contrasting moods: the report identifies striking differences between countries and offers strong national stories for media across the region.
AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW AND COMMENT
Ivor Ichikowitz, Founder and Commissioner of the African Youth Survey, is available for television, radio, print and podcast interviews, written comment and contributed opinion pieces. Youth ambassadors are available on request.
EMBARGOED MATERIALS AVAILABLE
The full report, country insights, graphics, photography and broadcast-ready video are available under embargo. Pre-launch interviews can also be conducted under embargo.
ABOUT THE AFRICAN YOUTH SURVEY
The African Youth Survey is the most comprehensive recurring study of its kind. Commissioned by the Ichikowitz Family Foundation and conducted by PSB Insights, it gathers young Africans' views face to face across Southern, East, West and Central Africa. The new report, Africa's Place in a Disrupted World: Geopolitics, Democracy and Security, gives governments, business, civil society and media a direct account of the priorities, frustrations and ambitions shaping Africa's next generation.
FOR THE EMBARGOED REPORT, INTERVIEWS AND MEDIA MATERIALS:
Joy Wambura
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